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Calendar of Events 

 
Sunday, May 3 
 9:30am: Hebrew School 
 
Monday, May 4 
 7:00pm: Board of Trustees Meeting 
 
Saturday, May 9 
 9:30am: Shabbat Morning Service 
 
Saturday, May 16 
 11:15am: Torah Study (Zoom only) 
 
Sunday, May 17 
 9:30am: Hebrew School 
 1:00pm: Chaverim Mother’s Day Tea 
  At Ruth’s (see Pg. 6) 
 
Friday, May 22 
 7:00pm: Shabbat Evening Service 
  Shavuot Observance 
 
Sunday, May 31 
 9:30am: Hebrew School 
 
Monday, June 1 
 7:00pm: Board of Trustees Meeting 
 
Saturday, June 6 
 9:30am: Shabbat Morning Service 
  Hebrew School Consecration 
  Celebration of Graduates 
 
Sunday, June 7 
 9:30am: Breakfast and Annual Meeting 

Rabbi’s Message 

(continued on the next page) 

Dear Friends, 
 
It was in 1990 that theologian and professor emerita at 
Manhattan College, Judith Plaskow, published Standing Again 
at Sinai, a groundbreaking work of Jewish feminist theology.  
In it, she argues that God’s revelation happened not all at once, 
to a single, uniform people, but that it continues to unfold in 
every generation, including our own today.  Faithfulness to that 
revelation, therefore, requires ongoing reimagining.  It is an 
ever-expanding process that makes room for voices  historically 
absent or unheard. 
 
Sinai, in her telling, is not only a moment in the past, but an 
ongoing experience, one that calls each generation and 
individual to see themselves as present, addressed, and 
responsible. 
 
It is a powerful image: not just standing at Sinai with Moses 
back then, but standing there again, and again, and again today 
as we continue celebrating the glory of revelation. 
 
At the same time, The Book of Exodus describes that moment 
at Sinai with striking ambiguity: 

ית הָהָר תְיַצְבוּ בְתַחְתִּ  וַיִּ
“They stood at the foot of the mountain” (Exodus 19:17). 
 

What makes this ambiguous is the fact that the word   ית בְתַחְתִּ
can be translated faithfully not only at the foot of, but also 
underneath.  Picking up on that second meaning,  Rabbi 
Avdimi bar Ḥama bar Ḥasa offers a decidedly bold and 
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Rabbi’s Message (continued) 

unsettling interpretation. 
 

ית יגִּ  כָפָה הַקָדוֹשׁ בָרוּךְ הוּא עֲלֵיהֶם אֶת הָהָר כְגִּ
“The Holy One, blessed be God, suspended the mountain over them like an overturned barrel.” 
Babylonian Talmud (Shabbat 88a) 
 
It is a stark ultimatum: accept the Torah or bring destruction upon yourselves, which is a profound 
metaphor for the divine coercion inherent in the covenant.  That is, revelation was so overwhelming that 
we Children of Israel were stripped momentarily of our own free will. Ultimately, the relationship between 
the Jewish people and our Torah is not merely a choice, but an existential necessity, upon which our very 
survival depends. 
 
And yet, the Talmudic text then goes on to insist that the covenant was accepted in the days of Esther 

, מחדש in a renewed and willing way (Shabbat 88a; cf. Esther 9:27).  Revelation, therefore, just as 
Plaskow continues to teach almost two millennia later, is not a one-time event, but a process that must be 
chosen again and again And yet, the Talmud itself is not satisfied to leave the story there; the passage goes 

on to reinterpret the covenant as something we have to accept , מחדש , anew, again and again and again.  
Revelation is not a one-time event. It is an ongoing process, one that must be revisited, reclaimed, and 
reaccepted in every generation. 
 
The midrash deepens this idea even further. In Shemot Rabbah, we are taught that the divine voice at Sinai 
did not emerge as a single sound, but rather: 

ים לָשׁוֹנוֹת בְעִּ ים קוֹלוֹת לְשִּׁ בְעִּ  הַקוֹל הָיָה יוֹצֵא וְנֶחְלָק לְשִּׁ
“The voice went forth and divided into seventy voices, into seventy languages.” 
 
Why seventy?  Because in rabbinic imagination, seventy represents the fullness of human diversity.  
Revelation was delivered not in a singular concrete manner, but rather was refracted, translated, and 
personalized so that each individual could hear according to their own capacity. 
 
A similar idea appears in Pesikta de-Rav Kahana (Piska 12:25), which teaches that God’s Voice was 
experienced differently by each person at Sinai.   
 
The point is that revelation is not monolithic. It is relational. 
 
Not one voice, but many. 
Not one interpretation, but a cacophonic chorus that comes together only when every voice is heard. 
 
And perhaps that is the deepest truth of Sinai: that even at the moment of greatest unity, there was also 
multiplicity.  Even at the moment of divine speech, there was diversity of hearing. 
 

(continued on the next page) 
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Rabbi’s Message (continued) 

We live in a time of constant noise: competing narratives, endless commentary, and a world that values 
certainty over understanding. 
 
And yet, Jewish tradition points us elsewhere. 
 
The prophet Elijah encounters God not in the majestic wind, not in the overwhelming earthquake, not in 

the magnificent fire, but in a קוֹל דְמָמָה דַקָה , a still, small voice (I Kings 19:12). 
 
As we prepare to celebrate Divine Revelation at our JCNWJ Shavuot service on Friday, May 22, tradition 
is inviting us to cultivate the ability and eagerness to hear that voice. 
 
To listen not only for God, but for one another. 
To listen not only for certainty, but for wisdom. 
To listen not only to respond, but to be changed. 
 
The Sefat Emet (1847 – 1905) teaches that the voice of Sinai never ceased; it continues to echo through 
time, up until today and beyond.  The question is not whether revelation still exists.  The question is 
whether we are open to it. 
 
That is the posture of Sinai: openness, humility, and the willingness to grow. 
 
This year, as we approach Shavuot, we might ask: 
 
Are we making space to hear something beyond the noise? 
Are we willing to grow toward revelation, rather than waiting for it to arrive? 
Are we ready to stand again at Sinai—not as we were, but as we are now? 
 
Because Shavuot is not only about what happened then. 
 
It is about what is still possible now. 
 

So please come help us turn that which is possible into that which is real on Friday 
evening, May 22, as we celebrate our arrival to Shavuot. 
 
Come stand with us again at Sinai, through prayer, learning, and community. 
 
L’Shalom, 

  

Rabbi Dubin 
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President’s Message 

Dear Members of the Congregation, 

As my term as President comes to a close, I have spent significant time reflecting on the growth and lessons this experience 

has afforded me. Early in my tenure, a congregant mentioned in passing that "the temple runs itself." While intended as a way 

to encourage me to relax, that statement has stayed with me because, in reality, our temple thrives only through the 

dedicated effort and active participation of its members. 

In our interactions with one another, I encourage us all to communicate through the "Three Gates": Is it true? Is it kind? Is it 

necessary? By ensuring our words are accurate, empathetic, and helpful, we strengthen the foundation of our spiritual home. 

While I have personally found this philosophy challenging at times, I remain committed to this standard. Although I have not 

always succeeded in meeting these goals daily, I feel I have made significant progress. 

As a non-profit organization with a very limited budget and only two paid staff members— Rabbi Dubin and our music teacher, 

Debbie Apsel—we rely entirely on your time and expertise. Volunteering is not just helpful; it is essential to our financial 

stability and our ability to remain a spiritual home for Warren County and the surrounding areas. 

Our "product" is spiritual connection, community, and education. We foster Jewish identity through your active 

participation.  By volunteering for critical roles, we collectively create a sense of ownership that sustains our membership year 

after year. Every week, we depend on volunteers to manage security, welcome visitors, teach Hebrew, organize school 

activities, fundraise, and maintain our building through tasks as simple as washing linens or taking out the garbage. 

While we must manage our operations with the efficiency of a business, we are ultimately a personal and emotional home. By 

volunteering, you perform a mitzvah that brings us closer together and ensures our community continues to thrive. To 

maintain this momentum, we need fresh ideas and new energy to keep our Board of Trustees running effectively. 

We have several upcoming openings for the 2026–2028 term, including Vice President, Ritual Chair, Chaverim Co-chair, 

Hebrew School Education Chair, and 2 Member-at-Large positions. This is a vital opportunity to step up, have your voice heard, 

and see your ideas implemented. I ask that you please consider serving in one of these roles to help lead us into the future. 

It has been a true honor to serve you. 

Humbly, 

Suzanne Marr 

President 
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Updates & Events 

TORAH STUDY 

 
The Torah study group is an informal discussion 
group, led by Rabbi Dubin and participants.  
 
Since 1998, the group has read the five books 
of the Torah and part of Nevi’im (Prophets); in 
the latter, we have completed Joshua, 
Judges, and Book 1 of Samuel. We are now on 
Book 2 of Samuel, which includes the story of 
King David.  
 
As we continue to discover, there is more to 
this story than most adults learned in Sunday 
School. Discussions often take unexpected 
turns, especially when we make connections 
between the ancient text and modern life.  
 
Meetings are on Saturday mornings, monthly, 
on Zoom at 11:15 a.m. (till 12:30 or 1:00, 
depending). Upcoming dates are May 16 and 
June 13. All are welcome to join us—no prior 
experience needed. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89728604184?
pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdlRRc1Y4QmY4UT09 

YAHRZEITS 
 
Michael S. Lewis              Grandfather of Rabbi Lewis 
Saul Schutzbank                   Father of Howie Schutzbank 
Irwin Finkelstein                  Father of Shelley Finkelstein 
Dora Merein                         Grandmother of Lois Goldberg 
Robert Joseph Heller         Cousin of Rabbi Ellen Jay Lewis 
David B. Pinn                       Father of Helen Mattson 
William Moorehead            Father of James Moorehead 
Larry Vogel                           Uncle of Robin Hall 
Carol Fleckles White           Sister of Daniel Fleckles 
Keith Ehrenreich                 Cousin of Edythe Herson 
Gerald Klein                         Uncle of Gerri Klein 
Susan Waxman                   Mother of Debbie Kahan 
Reuben Marcovitch            Father of Edythe Herson 
Joseph Posner                    Grandfather of Tracey Bauer 
Larry Bauer                          Brother of Mo Bauer 
Alan Berkman   Relative of Rabbi Lewis 

 
Yahrzeits are observed on the anniversary of the 
passing of loved ones, based on the Hebrew 
calendar. If any Yahrzeit information is missing or 
incorrect, please notify the Temple. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89728604184?pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdlRRc1Y4QmY4UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89728604184?pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdlRRc1Y4QmY4UT09
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Updates & Events 

CHAVERIM 
 
Chaverim will sponsor a Mother’s Day Tea on May 17 at 1pm hosted by Marilyn and Ruth. See the 
ad below for more details. 
 
Also, watch your email and the WhatsApp group for information about hiking opportunities. 
 
JOIN us on FB at “JCNWJ members only” page for updates and/or add “WhatsApp” to your 
smartphone to get current updates. We look forward to seeing you all at events this year! 
 
Continue to watch your email and the WhatsApp chat for updates on future events. 
 
Questions, please contact Marilyn Musikar at msmusikar@gmail.com. 

A Reminder from the 
Sunshine Committee 

Please let us know when someone from 
our temple community has passed 

away, is ill or otherwise in need of a 
little sunshine so that the Jewish     

Center may be there to support and 
assist as best we can.  Please contact 

Ruth Schutzbank at (908) 329-6036 or 
Howie.ruth@hotmail.com.  

mailto:Howie.ruth@hotmail.com
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Updates & Events 
ADULT EDUCATION 

 
Thank you to everyone who attended Rabbi 
Dubin’s engaging series on the History of 
Modern Zionism. Links to video recordings 
of these sessions have been e-mailed to the 
congregation; if you still need a link, or more 
than one, please e-mail Sharon with date[s] 
you need (sharonherson@comcast.net.) 

A theological exploration of G-d/Adonai/
Elohim: Who? What? Where?, a series to 
be led by Rabbi Dubin will take place in fall 
2026 and will begin after the High Holidays; 
precise dates and times TBA. 

Remember to check out the website 
of Temple Emanu-el's Streicker Center for 
fascinating online programs, many of which 
are free. Register in advance at streicker.nyc. 

FOOD DRIVE 
 
We continue to collect food donations at the 
temple for local food pantries. All contributions 
are appreciated. 
  
Iris Hirsch 
Ritual Chair 

BUILDING UPDATE 

 
If you notice that something is running low and 
needs to be replaced (either in the bathrooms 
or kitchen), please let me know.  
 
You can either call or email me at 
irishirsch@comcast.net or 908-239-4585. 

DONATIONS 
 
In memory of Ken Yanow 
- Helene Weiman 
 
In memory of Michael S. Lewis 
-Rabbi Ellen Lewis 
 
In honor of Torah Study 
- Marjorie Schnader 
 
In memory of David Pinn 
- Helen & John Mattson 
 
In memory of Reuben Marcovitch, Keith Ehrenreich, 
and Zelda Marcovitch 
- Edythe Herson 
 
In memory of Carol Fleckles White 
- Daniel Fleckles 
 
In support of the JCNWJ 
- Jeff Fenton 
- Bruce & Sylvia Tucker 
- Dianne Margolin 

http://streicker.nyc/
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JCNWJ Services 

MISHABEIRACH LIST 
 
Please continue to call or email Sharon Herson 
(908-537-4378 or sharonherson@comcast.net) 
with names of friends and family to add to our 
Mishabeirach List. 
 
Please ALSO REMEMBER  to let Sharon know 
when the time comes to REMOVE THE NAME.  
 
Thanks for your attention. 

mailto:sharonherson@comcast.net
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JCNWJ Services 
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Partners 
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Partners 

Wanted: Advertisers for JCNWJ Journal 

Kindly take note of the ads at the end of our Journal and 
whenever possible, support these establishments with 

your patronage.  It’s also a good idea to mention that you 
saw their Temple ad.  If there are any businesses that you 
use regularly that might be interested in taking an ad in 

the Journal, please contact Rita Berkowitz 
(berk721@aol.com) or Ruth Schutzbank 

(Howie.ruth@hotmail.com).  You can also go to our 
homepage, print out an advertising form and give it di-

rectly to them to mail in. 

mailto:berk721@aol.com
mailto:Howie.ruth@hotmail.com

