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Rabbi’s Message
Dear Friends,

I’'m excited to say that March will be meaningfully bookended at the
Jewish Center of Northwest Jersey this year, beginning with the joy
and celebration of Purim (March 6 service & March 14 spiel) and
concluding with a powerful and thoughtful communal gathering on
Sunday, March 29, when JCNWJ will come together with friends and
neighbors to screen the acclaimed documentary Vanishing: A Love
Story, followed by a live interfaith panel discussion.

Joining us will be the film’s creator, Sandra Luckow, along with
Jewish and Christian chaplains, and, schedule permitting, a local
Imam. Together, they will explore end-of-life concerns from their
own faith perspectives and engage one another, and all of us, in
wrestling with one of life’s deepest questions: What makes life worth
living?

At first glance, Purim and conversations about death and dying may
seem worlds apart. Purim is noisy, playful, exuberant. We wear
costumes, spin groggers, and retell the story of Esther with joy and
irreverence. Yet Purim is also a story of hiddenness. In the Megillah,
God’s name never even appears. The Divine presence is concealed
behind the mask of history. Meaning is not obvious. Courage
emerges in uncertainty.

So too in moments of illness and vulnerability when God can feel
particularly hidden, when certainty is elusive, when we are left to
confront profound questions of dignity, suffering, autonomy, faith,
love, and responsibility. But when Esther steps forward and declares,
“If I perish, I perish,” she models moral courage in the face of
fragility. Purim reminds us that even in a world of masks and
instability, connection and responsibility give life its meaning,.

Vanishing: A Love Story is an intimate and courageous documentary

(continued on the next page)

Calendar of Events

Sunday, March 1
9:30am: Hebrew School
12:30pm: Adult Education, BYO Lunch

Monday, March 2
7:00pm: Board of Trustees Meeting

Friday, March 6
7:00pm: Purim Service & Megillah Reading

Sunday, March 8
9:30am: Hebrew School
12:30pm: Adult Education, BYO Lunch

Saturday, March 14
11:00am: Shabbat Morning Service
Lunch and Purim Spiel to follow

Sunday, March 15
9:30am: Hebrew School
12:30pm: Adult Education, BYO Lunch

Saturday, March 21
11:15am: Torah Study (on Zoom)

Sunday, March 22
9:30am: Hebrew School
12:30pm: Adult Education, BYO Lunch

Sunday, March 29

9:30am: Hebrew School

12:30pm: Vanishing: A Love Story
Film, Discussion, Lunch & Dessert
(see Rabbi’s message)




Rabbi’s Message (continued)

that follows celebrated author Cai Emmons and her husband as they confront terminal illness and wrestle with the
spiritual and ethical dimensions of life’s final chapter. The film explores love at its most vulnerable and asks
searching questions: How do we define a life well lived? What does dignity truly mean? How do love and
relationship shape our decisions at the end of life?

The film does not offer easy answers. Instead, it opens sacred space for reflection.

Following the screening, our interfaith panel will provide theological, pastoral, and ethical insight into the complex
questions surrounding death and dying. Drawing from Jewish, Christian, and (we hope) Muslim perspectives, our
panelists will discuss how their traditions approach suffering, accompaniment, medical decision-making, and the
sanctity of life. At the same time, the conversation will broaden beyond end-of-life ethics to consider how we live
meaningfully now: how we love, how we support one another, and how faith communities can sustain us in
moments of fear and uncertainty.

This conversation is not political. It is pastoral, ethical, and deeply human.

As a synagogue community, we strive to create sacred space for honest dialogue about life’s most important
experiences: birth and loss, celebration and grief, illness and legacy. Purim teaches us that survival is not merely
about escaping danger; it is about choosing life, connection, and courage in a complicated world. In a culture that all
-too-often avoids speaking about death, this program offers something countercultural: an opportunity for honesty,
compassion, and spiritual depth.

Just as Purim calls us to look beneath the masks, this gathering will invite us to look directly at the most vulnerable
moments of human existence with wisdom, faith, and love.

We hope you will join us for this meaningful afternoon of film, dialogue, and community on Sunday, March 29. All
are welcome. Please invite friends, neighbors, and anyone who would benefit from a thoughtful and respectful
interfaith conversation.

Bring your questions.

Bring your heart.

Bring your friends.

And bring your appetite, because lunch and dessert will be provided.

We look forward to sharing this important experience together,
Lol Pobin,

We are grateful that this program has been made possible by a grant from
the Jewish Federation of West-Central New Jersey.

/n\ Jewish Federation

of West-Central New Jersey
Serving Somerset, Hunterdon & Warren Counties




President’s Message

This winter has been especially challenging. Reminiscent of those big storms that walloped the
Northeast in the mid-90s. There was so much snow and no place to put it; they were trucking
and dumping. Even though, this winter seemed worse—maybe it was the long cold snap,
maybe it was the extra 30-years on my body or maybe both?

Although I am blessed to have a home office and no commute, I make a conscious effort to get
out of the house, to interact with other human beings. But the frigid cold we experienced in
January forced me, and probably many of you, to remain shut in. It was a physically dark and
cold time. I struggled to stay warm, to stay positive. I need fresh air and sunshine just as much
as I need human contact for my physical and mental wellbeing.

As I write this, I celebrate that the days have gotten longer and the sun is shining. Yes, there is
more snow in the forecast, but I believe the worst of this winter is behind us and choose to
replace worry with hope. We have so much to be grateful for. Another day that Hashem has
restored our breath, peace to know that all hostages are out of Gaza, looking forward to both
Purim and Passover celebrating our freedom from the oppressor as a community.

Some of my out of home activities include the Washington Borough Green Team, the JCNWJ
community, both services and activities as well as being president of our Board of Trustees (at
least for a few more months). Over the summer I made some lifestyle changes. I took up line
dancing, returned to yoga and weight training and most recently gave up caffeine. I'm not sure if
those things contributed to my lighter mood, or it’s just the changing weather ... but lighter and
happier overall. Life is good. Hashem is good. This community is good. Please keep coming
and sharing pieces of you with pieces of us. Together we make-up the only Jewish organization
in all of Warren County. And a shameless plug to hold these 2 dates - June 7th for our annual
meeting and October 3rd for the 80th Anniversary Jubilee.

Remember, I can always make time for a conversation in-person or by phone, simply reach out.
Otherwise, I hope to see you soon....




Updates & Events

TORAH STUDY

The Torah study group is an informal discussion
group, led by Rabbi Dubin and participants.

Since 1998, the group has read the five books
of the Torah and part of Nevi’im (Prophets); in
the latter, we have completed Joshua,
Judges, and Book 1 of Samuel. We are now on
Book 2 of Samuel, which includes the story of
King David.

As we continue to discover, there is more to
this story than most adults learned in Sunday
School. Discussions often take unexpected
turns, especially when we make connections
between the ancient text and modern life.

Meetings are on Saturday mornings, monthly,
onZoomat11:15a.m. (till 12:30 or 1:00,
depending). Upcoming dates are: March 21,
April 11, May 16, and June 13. All are welcome
to join us—no prior experience needed. At the
next meeting, we will be reading and discussing
2 Samuel, chapter 16.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/897286041847
pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdlRRc1Y4QmY4UT09

YAHRZEITS
Rose Nudelman Grandmother of Tracey Bauer
Lowell Apsel Father of Deb Apsel
Helen Steinhardt Mother of Larry Steinhardt
Louis Gottlieb Grandfather of Risa Smith
Mabel Klein Mother of Risa Smith
Gertrude Weil Mother of Ruth Schutzbank
Max Spinner Father of Robin Hall

Sarah Schoenfeld
Lilian Greenbaum Jay

Grandmother of Deb Apsel
Grandmother of Rabbi Lewis
Father of Mike Weiner
Father of Marcia Guberman

Isaac M. Weiner
Harry Quintner
Sadye Hertzmark Mother of Nancy Robins

Henry Steinhardt Father of Larry Steinhardt

Dorothy Frank Grandmother of Grace Marr
Harry Siegel Father of Rhonda Jordan
Jules Katz Father of Marsha Gross

Yahrzeits are observed on the anniversary of the
passing of loved ones, based on the Hebrew
calendar. If any Yahrzeit information is missing or
incorrect, please notify the Temple.

DONATIONS

In memory of Esther Herson.
- Sharon Herson, Daniel Fleckles, Edythe Herson

In memory of Betty Berkowitz
- Jerry & Rita Berkowitz

In memory of Elaine Moskowitz
- Rene Marinich



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89728604184?pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdlRRc1Y4QmY4UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89728604184?pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdlRRc1Y4QmY4UT09

Updates & Events

PURIM

Greetings!

We love Purim so much that we have devoted two services
to celebrating this year:

- Friday, March 6th at 7:00 PM:
Shabbat evening service, including the reading of the
Megillah.

- Saturday, March 14th at 11:00 AM:
Shabbat morning service featuring "The Shpiel" (with an
80th-anniversary theme) and a potluck luncheon.

You can pick up your mishloach manot with homemade
hamantaschen at either service or make arrangements for
someone to collect them for you. There will be no
deliveries this year.

To RSVP to join us for the luncheon, please sign up

here: https://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?
t=WOBH2320

Wondering what to bring to the potluck? There is no single

traditional dish, so any contribution is welcome. Here are a
few suggestions:

- Triangle-shaped: Bring something savory that is triangle-
shaped to continue the hamantaschen theme.

- Hidden ingredients: Prepare a dish with a hidden
ingredient—such as stuffed cabbage, kreplach, or ravioli—
to represent how Queen Esther’s identity was hidden in the
Purim story.

We look forward to celebrating with you!
Best regards,

Suzi Marr and the JCNWJ Board of Trustees

Join the
BOOGIE WOOGIE
SHUSHANITES
on Saturday, March 14 for
Swingin® Shushan?

Service starts at 11, with lunch
and spieling to follow.

80™ JUBILEE
CELEBRATION

Save the Date

Let’s celebrate the
JCNWJ together!

Saturday, Oct. 3, 2026
6:00 PM - until?

BELVIDERE MANOR

689 WATER STREET
BELVIDERE, NJ 07823

Jewish Center of NI Jersey « Washington, NJ



https://track.pstmrk.it/3s/www.perfectpotluck.com%2Fmeals.php%3Ft%3DWOBH2320/st_W/uZ7DAQ/AQ/82e7a6c9-2fc6-4502-b656-90d1ec8e8a3a/2/jKpL8R878l
https://track.pstmrk.it/3s/www.perfectpotluck.com%2Fmeals.php%3Ft%3DWOBH2320/st_W/uZ7DAQ/AQ/82e7a6c9-2fc6-4502-b656-90d1ec8e8a3a/2/jKpL8R878l

Updates & Events

CHAVERIM

Chaverim is open to all adult members of the congregation. There is an $18 membership fee per

family.

A hiking event and a group outing to see a local high school musical are in the works for April, with

the dates, times, and locations to be determined. Details will be in the April newsletter.

JOIN us on FB at “JCNWIJ members only” page for updates and/or add “WhatsApp” to your

smartphone to get current updates. We look forward to seeing you all at events this year!

Continue to watch your email and the WhatsApp chat for updates on future events.

Questions, please contact Marilyn Musikar at msmusikar@gmail.com.

DATE: MARCH 29, 2026 er of NW jersey

TIME: 12:38 LUNCH
1:30 FILM SCREENING 1! N
3:15 DESSERT washingto™
3:45 PANEL DISCUSSION ON END-OF-LIFE CONCERNS

RSVP BY TEXT TO (9068)303-3868

Vanishing is a feature length documentary by award-winning
film maker Sandra Luckow about noverlist Cai Emmons and
her loving, open-hearted journey towards death.

This program is made possible by a
/-\h\ Jewish Federation grant from the Jewish Federation of
A it bis i West-Central New Jersey.
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Adult Education

Rabbi Dubin’s engaging series on the History of Modern Zionism will continue throughout the
month of March on Sundays. BYO lunch at 12:30; session begins around 12:45 and goes till
around 2:30/3:00 p.m. It’s not necessary to have attended past sessions in order to participate
now. Upcoming dates are March 1, 8, 15, 22, and possibly April 12, 19, and 26. The last session
ended with the assassination of Yitzchak Rabin in November 1995. On March 1, the opening
topic will be the Second Intifada.

Special Program on Sunday, March 29. at 1:00 p.m. Sandra Luckow, the film-maker whom
we met and whose film on mental health we saw several years ago, will present her latest
work, Vanishing: A Love Story. This is a feature-length documentary film about award-
winning novelist Cai Emmons and her singular journey toward death with dignity. For details
about the film’s story, check out the official website: vanishingalovestory.com. Our day will be
begin with a luncheon at 12:30, followed by the film. After the viewing, a panel consisting of
Ms. Luckow and several hospital chaplains from different faiths will discuss some of the
difficult issues raised in the film. Rabbi Dubin will be the panel’s moderator.

A theological exploration of G-d/Adonai/Elohim: Who? What? Where?, a series to be led by
Rabbi Dubin and initially scheduled to begin in April after Pesach, is being postponed until fall
2026 and will begin after the High Holidays; precise dates and times TBA. This change is to
enable full coverage of the history of Zionism, including what is going on today.

Remember to check out the website of Temple Emanu-el's Streicker Center for fascinating
online programs, many of which are free. Register in advance at streicker.nyc: e.g., for Israeli
diplomat, university professor, writer and investor Ido Aharoni on March 26, April 23, and May
28 (Thursday evenings); for The Spanish Jewish Experience on March 17, April 14, and May 19
(Tuesday evenings).



http://vanishingalovestory.com/
http://streicker.nyc/

JCNWJ Services

A Reminder from the
Sunshine Committee

aAA
Please let us know when some rom
our temple community has passed
a , is ill or otherwise in need of a
little sunshine so that the Jewish
~ Center may be there to support and
~assist as best we can. Please contact
Rut hutzbank at (908) 329-6036 or
owie.ruth@hotmail.com. ",
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MISHABEIRACH LIST

Please continue to call or email Sharon Herson
(908-537-4378 or sharonherson@comcast.net)
with names of friends and family to add to our
Mishabeirach List.

Please ALSO REMEMBER to let Sharon know
when the time comes to REMOVE THE NAME.

Thanks for your attention.

BUILDING UPDATE

If you notice that something is running low and
needs to be replaced (either in the bathrooms
or kitchen), please let me know.

You can either call or email me at
irishirsch@comcast.net or 908-239-4585.

FOOD DRIVE

We continue to collect food donations at the
temple for local food pantries. All contributions
are appreciated.

Iris Hirsch
Ritual Chair



mailto:sharonherson@comcast.net
mailto:Howie.ruth@hotmail.com
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JCNWJ Services

Do you want to see new programming?
Are you willing to coordinate a one-day event?
Here are some ideas? Do you have another idea?

CALL FOR
VOLUNTEERS

Jewish Center of Northwest Jersey

contact Suzi at 908.343.1135 or by
email at prez.JCNWJ@gmail.com

o Book Club

o Dinner & a Movie

o Mahjong

o Hiking / Walking / Outdoors
o NY/ Philly / Other Day Trip
o Museum / Art Gallery Visits

o Photography Class

o Plays/ Concerts

o Self-Care Day

o Scavenger Hunt

o Sleep Over / Retreat

o Watch Parties - Sports, Movies
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IN LOVING MEMORY

YIZKOR & YAHRZEIT MEMORIAL CANDLES AVAILABLE
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JEWISH CENTER OF NW JERSEY
MINIMUM DONATIGMBRS 18 SUGGESTED.
CONTACT SUZI MARR RRRBERRILS AT 908.343.1135




Partners

Denmestic Abuse
& Sexanal Assanlt
Crizie Cemer
i Wi Cramidy

Dear Members of the Jewish Center of Northwest Jersey,

“Just as despair can come to one only from other human beings, hope, too, can be given to
one only by other human beings.”
- Elie Weisel

At the Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault Crisis Center - DASACC, we believe that these
challenging times have given us an opportunity for self-reflection, learning, and growth.
The mission of the DASACC is to help, serve, and advocate for those impacted by
interpersonal violence, to be proactive regarding its prevention, and to create positive

change.
We offer a wide range of services tailored to meet the diverse needs of those affected by
interpersonal violence:
24 /7 Crisis Intervention Additional Services
#+ Emergency Shelter individual % Legal Advocacy
bedrooms & pet-friendly % Individual and Group Counseling
% 24/7 Hotline fHelpline % Case Management
908-453-4181 4 Community Outreach & Prevention
% 24/7 Web Chat % Volunteer Program
% Casa Hispana
# Domestic Violence & Sexual % Wardrobe of Hope

Assault Response Team

As members of the Jewish Center of Northwest Jersey, we invite you to join us in
supporting the important work of DASACC. Together, we can make a difference in the lives
of survivors and create a community where everyone feels safe, valued, and empowered.

For more information about DASACC and how you can get involved, please visit our
website at www.DASACC.org.

Thank you for your support and compassion.
Sincerely,

The DASACC Team e
24/7 Hotline /Helpline S
908-453-4181

HELPLINE: 1.088 8BE.XAFE | WWW_DARACC OROG | DUTREACH OFFICES: 28C BROAD 3TREET | WARHINGTOM, HEW JEREEY 0TEE2

DUTREAGH: S0E.463.4121 | OUTREACH FAX: BDE. 2231146 | BAFE HOUZE: S08.453.4181 SAFE HOUZE FAX: B08.453.3708
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Partners
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WARREN HILLS MEMORIAL HOME

RICHARD L. MAGUIRE,JR.
Owner/ Manager Lic No. 4434

. DENISEMAGUIRE
Funeral Director Lic No. 4971
234 W. WASHINGTON AVE.
WASHINGTON, NJ 07882
908-689-0119

www.warrenhillsmemorialhome.com

67 E Washington Ave.
Washington,N) 07882

t call/text (908) 689-3414

’vl I‘ mgalleries.org@gmail.com

GALLERIES & mgalleries.org

Wanted: Advertisers for JCNW] Journal

Kindly take note of the ads at the end of our Journal and
whenever possible, support these establishments with
your patronage. It's also a good idea to mention that you
saw their Temple ad. If there are any businesses that you
use regularly that might be interested in taking an ad in
the Journal, please contact Rita Berkowitz
(berk721@aol.com) or Ruth Schutzbank
(Howie.ruth@hotmail.com). You can also go to our
homepage, print out an advertising form and give it di-
rectly to them to mail in.
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