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Calendar of Events 

 
Thursday, April 2 
 6:00pm: Second Night Seder (Zoom only) 
 
Friday, April 10 
 7:00pm: Shabbat Evening Service 
 
Saturday, April 11 
 11:15am: Torah Study (Zoom only) 
 
Sunday, April 12 
 9:30am: Hebrew School 
 
Monday, April 13 
 7:00pm: Board of Trustees Meeting 
 
Sunday, April 19 
 9:30am: Hebrew School 
 12:30pm: Adult Education, BYO Lunch 
 
Friday, April 24 
 4:00pm: Memorial Service 
  For Kenneth Yanow 
 
Saturday, April 25 
 9:30am: Shabbat Morning Service 
 7:00pm: Chaverim outing to see Oliver at 
  Hackettstown HS 
 
Sunday, April 26 
 9:30am: Hebrew School 
 12:30pm: Adult Education, BYO Lunch 
 
 

Rabbi’s Message 

(continued on the next page) 

Dear Friends, 
 
April Fools’ Day.  A day of good-natured deception.  A day on 
which we expect to be tricked, when we brace ourselves for the 
moment someone shouts, “April Fools’!” and reveals that what 
we thought was real is, in fact, not real.  We laugh, we groan, 
and we move on.  But beneath the humor lies an uncomfortable 
truth: however perceptive we believe ourselves to be, it’s much 
easier than we might want to admit to be misled, not only by 
others, but by ourselves, too. 
 
Tonight, April 1, April Fools’ Day, we enter into our 
celebration of national freedom.  Mind you, though, Passover is 
not a story about freedom from physical slavery alone.  It is 
also a profound meditation on what it means to see clearly, to 
shed illusion, and to embrace truth as a path to genuine 
freedom.  So perhaps it’s no coincidence then that Jews around 
the world will be gathering tonight for seder.  And here’s why: 
Pharaoh, the central figure of the Exodus story, is depicted as 
being a man of near-limitless power.  So powerful is he that his 
own people accept him, quite literally, as being an earthly 
manifestation of the divine.  Unfortunately, both for himself 
and for Egypt in general, Pharaoh agrees with this 
characterization.  Pharaoh believes his authority to be absolute, 
his control to be  unquestionable, his perspective to be 
unassailable. 
 
As the narrative unfolds, however, we come to see that 
Pharaoh’s greatest weakness is not insufficient power, but his 
assumption of too much power. 
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Rabbi’s Message (continued) 

Pharaoh’s overblown ego renders him incapable of imagining a world in which he is not in control.  As 
such, even as the plagues devastate Egypt, even as reality itself cries out against him, when challenged by 
the God of Israel, Pharaoh doubles down.  He clings increasingly more tightly to the very illusion of 
control that is destroying him. 
 
Pharaoh is not simply stubborn.  He is trapped by his own ego.  Torah may suggest it is God who hardens 
Pharaoh’s heart, but tradition tells us that it is Pharaoh himself who is responsible for this.  The deeper he 
digs his own pit, the more difficult it is for him to escape the fruits of his own labor. 
 
And that is what makes his story so deeply relevant to us.  Because the illusion of control is not only 
Pharaoh’s struggle.  It is ours as well. 
 
We build identities of control: control over our schedules, our relationships, our outcomes, even our 
emotions.  We tell ourselves that if we plan carefully enough or work hard enough or practice long enough, 
we will certainly be able to manage the uncertainties of life.   
 
But then, when things fall outside our control, as inevitably happens, what do we do?  All too often we 
respond not with openness, but with resistance.  We tighten our grip.  We double down.  We refuse to 
accept our own unavoidable lack of ultimate control.  
 
At its root, this is not simply fear.  This is ego. 
 
Our ego tells us: I must be in control.  I must be right.  I must not be vulnerable.  And so we construct 
illusions; of certainty, of permanence, of self-sufficiency.  These illusions often provide temporary solace, 
but they come at a stiff price.   
 
Because as long as we continue clinging to the illusion of control, we render ourselves unable to let go. 
And if we cannot let go, we cannot be free. 
 
This is where the spiritual work of Passover becomes so powerful. 
 
In the days leading up to the holiday, we remove chametz, leaven, from our homes.  We search carefully, 
clean thoroughly, and discard even the smallest crumbs.  On one level, this is ritual observance.  But 
tradition insists it is also a metaphor for critical inner transformation. 
 
Chametz is, by definition, that which is “puffed up.”  The rabbis understood chametz, therefore, to be  as a 
symbol of the ego, the inflated self that insists on its own importance, the “puffed up” understanding we 
too often maintain of ourselves.  Chametz is our need to be right, our resistance to change, our attachment 
to control. 
 
Our attachment to control is itself a form of chametz. 
 

(continued on the next page) 
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Rabbi’s Message (continued) 

It is the ego expanding within us, insisting, “I must hold everything together.  I cannot yield.  I cannot 
admit uncertainty.”  And because this voice feels so essential, we hold onto it ever so tightly. 
But in doing so, we prevent ourselves from doing the very work Passover demands. 
 
To remove chametz is to practice letting go. 
To remove chametz is to practice humility. 
To remove chametz is to acknowledge that we are neither in control of everything, nor do we have to be. 
 
So long as we continue allowing ego to drive our need for control, we will never be able to let go of our 
inner chametz.  We will justify it, defend it, even sanctify it.  Which means we will remain in the grips of 
spiritual constriction. 
 
This is what keeps Pharaoh enslaved long after he could have changed.  This is what keeps us stuck, too. 
 
We, the Children of Israel, face this same challenge as well.  When we leave Egypt with great haste, we 
find ourselves incapable of embracing freedom.  And because of that, we find ourselves longing, of all 
things, to return to the certainty we once knew: “At least there, we knew what to expect.” 
 
What we fear is not freedom itself, but instability and disorder.  We struggle to release the illusion of 
control that Egypt provides. 
 
As it turns out, freedom is not simply the absence of oppression.  It is the ability to live without the illusion 
that we control everything. 
 
It requires humility, the recognition that we function within a larger whole, over which we are not 
ultimately in control.   
 
It requires trust, the willingness to move forward without complete certainty.  
 
It requires courage, the strength to release the firm grip ego tends to have over us. 
 
This is why the journey from slavery to freedom is ongoing.  Each year, Passover invites us back into that 
journey, not only to remember the past, but to confront ourselves today. 
 
April Fool’s Day reminds us how easy it is to be deceived. Passover reminds us how necessary it is to seek 
truth. 
 
So as we prepare for the Seder, we might ask: 
 
Where am I clinging to the illusion of control? 
Where is my ego preventing me from letting go? 
What chametz am I refusing to release?  Not in my kitchen, but in my heart. 
 

(continued on the next page) 
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Rabbi’s Message (continued) 

And, most importantly, what might become possible if I indeed find a way to let go of my ego’s need to 
maintain the control it doesn’t actually have? 
 
The Haggadah teaches that in every generation, we are to see ourselves as if we personally left Egypt.  
This, my friends, is an invitation.  It is an invitation to move from constriction to expansiveness, from ego 
to humility, from illusion to truth. 
 
Let us not remain destined to repeat Pharaoh’s mistake.  We are called to walk a different path, one of 
courage, honesty, and release.  Let’s accept the invitation.  Let’s do our best to distinguish truth from 
illusion, to clear away the chametz of ego from our souls, and to step, humbly and honestly, into the 
possibility of true freedom. 
 
Chag Pesach Sameach, Happy Passover to All, 
 

Rabbi Dubin 

A Reminder from the 
Sunshine Committee 

Please let us know when someone from 
our temple community has passed 

away, is ill or otherwise in need of a 
little sunshine so that the Jewish     

Center may be there to support and 
assist as best we can.  Please contact 

Ruth Schutzbank at (908) 329-6036 or 
Howie.ruth@hotmail.com.  

mailto:Howie.ruth@hotmail.com
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President’s Message 

I had the distinct honor of attending three local interfaith events in March. The focus was building community, 
addressing security concerns for all, as well as networking and collaboration. The Abrahamic religions were well 
represented.  
 
The first event was hosted by the Islamic Center of Warren County (ICWC). Rabbi Dubin, Gerri Klein, and I attended 
together. ICWC extended the invitation to the Washington Township PD and local (to Washington) houses of worship. As 
soon as we started up the walkway, many children greeted us warmly; many were named Mohammed. We removed our 
shoes before entering as everyone did. The mosque was abuzz with activity, both because they were excited to host 
guests and because they were still observing Ramadan. Introductions were made. Presentations followed. Prayer 
followed. Food followed. Lots of food and conversation. The Imam, Samir (the President of their Board), and Elie (their 
Sunday School Principal) expressed interest in collaborating with the JCNWJ to build a supportive community that 
celebrates our shared values, potentially pursuing joint security initiatives and grants, as well as scheduling recurring 
interfaith events.  
 
The second event was hosted by Chief Jones and Captain Smith of the Washington Township Police Department (WTPD) 
for Washington houses of worship. I attended this event solo. Chief Jones indicated this had been one of his goals since 
COVID and he was happy to finally accomplish it. They offered to conduct security assessments and assist with grant 
writing when grants become available. They emphasized their desire to establish relationships with each Congregation 
and their open-door policy. They encouraged each of us to reach out directly with any concerns rather than ignoring our 
instincts.  
 
The Warren County Prosecutor's Office (WCPO) hosted the last event. Gerri Klein, Howie Hirsch, and I attended. A bigger 
venue with representation from WCPO, the FBI, law enforcement, clergy and chaplains from many, if not all, Warren 
County municipalities. There was a beautiful invocation about how, at the end of the day, we are just people. Police 
officers, chaplains, and clergy often see people at their worst. Even on good or best days, they must be on their A-game 
in moments of need. Things we take for granted. Prosecutor Jessica Cardone, Chief Michael MacDonough, FBI Agent 
John Robertson, and FBI Special Agents Kelly Blanchfield and Daniella Ganiaris all drove home messages about 
compassion, connection, advocating for our communities, the importance of security assessments / preparedness, 
resources, ongoing communication, and relationship building.  
 
Each one, in and of itself, was a great networking opportunity. Attending three overlapping events in such a short 
timeframe was opportune for all attendees to ask questions, have conversations, make connections, and leave with 
ideas and renewed faith that we are not alone in our concerns or the journey to make improvements, offer security to our 
congregants, and establish interfaith connections in our community. I was honored to represent the JCNWJ and very 
happy to attend all events.  
 
Wishing each of you a happy and fulfilling Pesach!  
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Updates & Events 
TORAH STUDY 

 
The Torah study group is an informal discussion 
group, led by Rabbi Dubin and participants.  
 
Since 1998, the group has read the five books 
of the Torah and part of Nevi’im (Prophets); in 
the latter, we have completed Joshua, 
Judges, and Book 1 of Samuel. We are now on 
Book 2 of Samuel, which includes the story of 
King David.  
 
As we continue to discover, there is more to 
this story than most adults learned in Sunday 
School. Discussions often take unexpected 
turns, especially when we make connections 
between the ancient text and modern life.  
 
Meetings are on Saturday mornings, monthly, 
on Zoom at 11:15 a.m. (till 12:30 or 1:00, 
depending). Upcoming dates are: April 11, May 
16, and June 13. All are welcome to join us—no 
prior experience needed. At the next meeting, 
we will be reading and discussing 2 Samuel, 
chapter 16. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89728604184?
pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdlRRc1Y4QmY4UT09 

YAHRZEITS 
 
Esther Ehrenreich Herson Grandmother of Sharon Herson 
Estelle Shelofsky  Mother of Andy Shelofsky 
Betty Berkowitz  Mother of Jerry Berkowitz 
Stanley Waxman  Father of Debbie Kahan 
John Laposky  Brother-in-law of Diane Margolin 
Carol Roessner  Father of Erica Sylvester 
Anna Goldberg  Mother of Stuart Goldberg 
Anna Flekles  Cousin of Daniel Fleckles 
Rebecca Sachat   Grandmother of Barbara Simons 
Susan Waxman  Mother of Debbie Kahan 
 

Yahrzeits are observed on the anniversary of the 
passing of loved ones, based on the Hebrew 
calendar. If any Yahrzeit information is missing or 
incorrect, please notify the Temple. 

DONATIONS 
 
In memory of Carol Roessner 
- Erica Sylvester 
 
In memory of Harry Siegel 
- Rhonda Jordan 
 
In memory of Louis Gotlieb, Edith Gotlieb, and 
Mabel Klein 
- Risa Smith 
 
In memory of Ann Flekles 
- Sharon Herson & Daniel Fleckles 
 
In memory of Saul Schutzbank 
- Ruth Schutzbank 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89728604184?pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdlRRc1Y4QmY4UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89728604184?pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdlRRc1Y4QmY4UT09
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JCNWJ Group Outing to See 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by Hackettstown HS Drama Club 

Saturday, April 25 @ 7:00pm 

Watch email/WhatsApp for ticket info 

Updates & Events 

CHAVERIM 
 
Join Chaverim this month for a group outing to see “Oliver” at Hackettstown High School. We will 
be going to see the 7:00pm performance on Saturday, April 25. An RSVP request and the link to buy 
tickets will be sent out over email and WhatsApp once tickets go on sale. We may also go to a 
nearby diner following the show if there is interest. For questions about this event, email Adam at 
adamt180@gmail.com. 
 
There will also be a Mother’s Day Tea on May 17 at 1pm hosted by Marilyn and Ruth. See the ad 
below for more details. 
 
JOIN us on FB at “JCNWJ members only” page for updates and/or add “WhatsApp” to your 
smartphone to get current updates. We look forward to seeing you all at events this year! 
 
Continue to watch your email and the WhatsApp chat for updates on future events. 
 
Questions, please contact Marilyn Musikar at msmusikar@gmail.com. 
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Adult Education 
 

Rabbi Dubin’s engaging series on the History of Modern Zionism will continue on Sundays, 
April 19 and 26, and May 31. BYO lunch at 12:30; session begins around 12:45 and goes till 
around 2:30/3:00 p.m. The April sessions will deal with the recent history of Israel and its 
place in the region (2009–2023). In the final session, on May 31, we will discuss the Hamas 
attack on October 7 and Israel’s responses since then. Everyone is welcome to attend the 
upcoming sessions in April and May whether or not you have attended earlier discussions or 
watched the video recordings. (Links to video recordings of past sessions have been e-mailed 
to the congregation; if you still need a link, or more than one, please e-mail Sharon with date[s] 
you need sharonherson@comcast.net.) 

 

A theological exploration of G-d/Adonai/Elohim: Who? What? Where?, a series to be led by 
Rabbi Dubin and initially scheduled to begin in April after Pesach, is being postponed until fall 
2026 and will begin after the High Holidays; precise dates and times TBA. This change is to 
enable full coverage of the history of Zionism, including what is going on today. 

 

Remember to check out the website of Temple Emanu-el's Streicker Center for fascinating 
online programs, many of which are free. Register in advance at streicker.nyc: e.g., for Israeli 
diplomat, university professor, writer and investor Ido Aharoni on April 23 and May 28 
(Thursday evenings); for The Spanish Jewish Experience on April 14 and May 19 (Tuesday 
evenings). 

FOOD DRIVE 
 
We continue to collect food donations at the 
temple for local food pantries. All contributions 
are appreciated. 
  
Iris Hirsch 
Ritual Chair 

BUILDING UPDATE 

 
If you notice that something is running low and 
needs to be replaced (either in the bathrooms 
or kitchen), please let me know.  
 
You can either call or email me at 
irishirsch@comcast.net or 908-239-4585. 

http://streicker.nyc/
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JCNWJ Services 

MISHABEIRACH LIST 
 
Please continue to call or email Sharon Herson 
(908-537-4378 or sharonherson@comcast.net) 
with names of friends and family to add to our 
Mishabeirach List. 
 
Please ALSO REMEMBER  to let Sharon know 
when the time comes to REMOVE THE NAME.  
 
Thanks for your attention. 

mailto:sharonherson@comcast.net
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Photos 

From the film event—March 29, 2026 
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JCNWJ Services 
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JCNWJ Services 
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Partners 
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Partners 

Wanted: Advertisers for JCNWJ Journal 

Kindly take note of the ads at the end of our Journal and 
whenever possible, support these establishments with 

your patronage.  It’s also a good idea to mention that you 
saw their Temple ad.  If there are any businesses that you 
use regularly that might be interested in taking an ad in 

the Journal, please contact Rita Berkowitz 
(berk721@aol.com) or Ruth Schutzbank 

(Howie.ruth@hotmail.com).  You can also go to our 
homepage, print out an advertising form and give it di-

rectly to them to mail in. 

mailto:berk721@aol.com
mailto:Howie.ruth@hotmail.com

