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Rabbi’s Message
Dear Friends,

This week marks a moment of profound sorrow, pride, and
difficult closure for the Jewish people. The body of Master
Sergeant Ran Gvili (of blessed memory), the final hostage held
in Gaza since October 7, 2023, has finally been reunited with
his family and loved ones in Israel.

Ran, a 24-year-old member of the Israel Police’s elite Yasam
unit, was killed in battle on October 7 while responding to the
Hamas massacre. Though he had been safe at home in the
southern town of Meitar awaiting surgery for a broken shoulder,
Ran could not bring himself to ignore the attack. He put on his
police uniform, grabbed his gun, and rushed west to defend
others. Witnesses report that during the fierce fighting near
Kibbutz Alumim, Ran displayed extraordinary courage. He is
credited with having rescued approximately 100 people, both
local residents and also scores of young people fleeing north
from the Nova Music Festival.

Witnesses say he eliminated 14 Hamas terrorists. Despite his
wounds, Ran continued fighting through the pain and also
relayed critical information to others. The last message Ran
ever sent was a text informing a friend that he had taken a bullet
to the leg. Sometime after that, Ran was killed in battle. His
body was stolen and taken to Gaza, where enemy forces
claimed for two years that they did not know his whereabouts.

Based on intelligence assessments, Israel declared Ran dead in
January 2024. Yet for nearly two years, the location of his body
remained unknown. Only last month did Israeli intelligence

(continued on the next page)

Calendar of Events

Sunday, February 1
9:30am: Hebrew School
10:00am: Tu b’Shevat Seder
12:30pm: Adult Education: History of
Modern Zionism, BYO Lunch (see Pg. 7)

Monday, February 2
7:00pm: Board of Trustees Meeting

Saturday, February 7
10:45am: Shabbat Morning Service

Sunday, February 8
9:30am: Hebrew School
12:30pm: Adult Education, BYO Lunch

Sunday, February 15
9:30am: Hebrew School
12:30pm: Adult Education, BYO Lunch

Saturday, February 21
10:45am: Shabbat Morning Service

Sunday, February 22
9:30am: Hebrew School
12:30pm: Adult Education, BYO Lunch

Saturday, February 28
11:15am: Torah Study

Sunday, March 1
9:30am: Hebrew School




Rabbi’s Message (continued)

obtain decisive information, following the capture of an Islamic Jihad operative who had personally
participated in transferring Ran’s lifeless body multiple times. Ran’s remains were ultimately recovered
last Monday from a Gaza City cemetery, 843 days after his murder. With Ran’s return, this is the first time
since 2014 that no Israeli hostage is being held in Gaza.

For our JCNWJ community, this moment carries deep weight; our longstanding vigil is now complete. We
are finally able to remove the empty chair for the hostages from our bimah. That chair has stood as a
visible expression of longing, responsibility, and refusal to move forward while even one soul was
unaccounted for. Removing it does not diminish our memory or grief; it marks the end of a sacred watch
carried with love and resolve and our enduring commitment that their courage and sacrifice will continue
to shape who we are.

As we take this step, we do so with humility and hope that this painful closure might help open a path
toward a different future, one marked not by endless violence, but by healing, reconciliation, and a world
in which every innocent life is protected and valued.

Beyond being the hero that he so fully was, Ran Gvili is remembered by his closest friends and family as
an avid guitarist, motorcyclist, and amateur carpenter — a young man of creativity, skill, and warmth. He is
survived by his parents, Tali and Itzik, his brother Omri, and his sister Shira. He was laid to rest this past
Wednesday in his hometown of Meitar.

We honor Ran’s heroism and grieve his loss. May his courage be remembered, his sacrifice honored, and
his family held in strength and love.

As we prepare to remove the empty chair from our bimah, may we carry forward its meaning: to never
stop caring, to never stop praying, and to never leave one another behind.
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Kol Yisrael arevim zeh bazeh, “All of Israel is responsible for one another.’

’

May the memory of Master Sgt. Ran Gvili be a blessing.
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President’s Message

I recently finished reading Hostage by Eli Sharabi, and his account of 491 days in captivity in
Gaza has left a profound impact on me. As both a Jew and a global citizen, I felt compelled to
follow the stories of the October 7th hostages, and Eli’s journey offers a perspective that I felt
was important to share.

While I do not wish to debate the geopolitical complexities of the region, I am struck by the
lessons Eli’s experience offers regarding the importance of our daily choices. His story forced
me to reflect on how I show up for others and myself, and how I would behave if I were
suddenly stripped of my agency and basic necessities like food, water, and community. It has
made me realize that I most appreciate the simplest things: my health, waking up each day, and
my network of family, friends, and supporters.

The solidarity Eli and his fellow captives maintained was heroic. Despite suffering inhumane
conditions, and physical and psychological abuse, he chose to show up for the group,
sacrificing and strategizing to ensure they all had the best chance to survive. Perhaps most
poignant was their commitment to practicing gratitude in dehumanizing circumstances. By
finding ways to be thankful for small mercies—such as an extra piece of pita—and maintaining
rituals like morning prayers and observing Shabbat, he helped the group preserve their
humanity and choose life over a victim mentality.

Our lives are precious, and our freedom to choose the people, places and things we value is
priceless. Eli’s story is a powerful reminder of the strength found in hope and unity, and it has
given me a renewed perspective on making the most of the here and now.




Updates & Events

TORAH STUDY

The Torah study group is an informal discussion
group, led by Rabbi Dubin and participants.

Since 1998, the group has read the five books
of the Torah and part of Nevi’im (Prophets); in
the latter, we have completed Joshua,
Judges, and Book 1 of Samuel. We are now on
Book 2 of Samuel, which includes the story of
King David.

As we continue to discover, there is more to
this story than most adults learned in Sunday
School. Discussions often take unexpected
turns, especially when we make connections
between the ancient text and modern life.

Meetings are on Saturday mornings, monthly,
onZoomat11:15a.m. (till 12:30 or 1:00,
depending). Upcoming dates are: February 28
(note change from Feb. 14), March 7, April 11,
May 16, and June 13. All are welcome to join
us—no prior experience needed. At the next
meeting, we will be reading and discussing 2
Samuel, chapter 16 (David and Ziba).

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/897286041847
pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdlRRc1Y4QmY4UT09

YAHRZEITS

Husband of Ruth Schutzbank
Mother of Mo Bauer
Brother of Edythe Herson

Howard Schutzbank
Anita Bauer
Arthur Marcovitch
Maya Guberman Granddaughter of Marcia Guberman
Mother of Howie Hirsch
Mother of Roy Loomis

Brother of Linda Margolis

Elaine Hirsch
Phyllis Loomis
Sanford Rems
Edward Israel Lewis
Edith Gottlieb
Nathan Guberman

Father of Rabbi Ellen Jay Lewis
Grandmother of Risa Smith
Father of Erwin Guberman

Theodore Jay Uncle of Rabbi Ellen Jay Lewis
Rose Schutzbank Mother of Howard Schutzbank
Lonnie Bier Friend of Sharon Herson

Yahrzeits are observed on the anniversary of the
passing of loved ones, based on the Hebrew
calendar. If any Yahrzeit information is missing or
incorrect, please notify the Temple.

DONATIONS

In memory of Howard Schutzbank, Gertrude Wiel,
and Rose Schutzbank.
- Ruth Schutzbank

In honor of the Hirsch Family
- Tracey Heisler



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89728604184?pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdlRRc1Y4QmY4UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89728604184?pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdlRRc1Y4QmY4UT09

Updates & Events

TU B’SHEVAT SEDER

Come celebrate Tu b’Shevat with Rabbi
Dubin, Ms. Apsel, and the Hebrew School.
Rabbi will lead the students and us in a seder
of celebration.

All are welcome to join. Please text Robin
Hall if you plan to attend, and to find out
what you can bring.

Sunday, February 1 at 10:00am.

PURIM SPIEL
Save the Date!

Swing into this years 1940’s Swinging Purim
Spiel on March 14th 12:30pm (following
Saturday morning service at 10:45am).

So much fun and so many needed laughs!
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Get your order form at JCNWJ.CRG

The printable order form is attached to the
same e-mail as the newsletter.

80™ JUBILEE
CELEBRATION

Save the Date

Let’s celebrate the
JCNWJ together!

Saturday, Oct. 3, 2026
6:00 PM - until?

BELVIDERE MANOR

689 WATER STREET
BELVIDERE, NJ 07823

Jewish Center of NW Jersey « Washington, NJ
== L




Updates & Events

CHAVERIM

Chaverim is open to all adult members of the congregation. There is an $18 membership fee per
family.

JOIN us on FB at “JCNWJ members only” page for updates and/or add “WhatsApp” to your
smartphone to get current updates. We look forward to seeing you all at events this year!

Continue to watch your email and the WhatsApp chat for updates on future events.

Questions, please contact Marilyn Musikar at msmusikar@gmail.com.

A Reminder from the
Sunshine Committee
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Please let us know when someor’from
our temple community has passed
a , is ill or otherwise in need of a
little sunshine so that the Jewish
~ Center may be there to support and
- assist as best we can. Please contact
Rut hutzbank at (908) 329-6036 or
owie.ruth@hotmail.com. ",
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FOOD DRIVE

We continue to collect food donations at the
temple for local food pantries. All contributions
are appreciated.

Iris Hirsch
Ritual Chair

BUILDING UPDATE

If you notice that something is running low and
needs to be replaced (either in the bathrooms
or kitchen), please let me know.

You can either call or email me at
irishirsch@comecast.net or 908-239-4585.



mailto:Howie.ruth@hotmail.com

Adult Education

ADULT EDUCATION: FEBRUARY AND MARCH

FEBRUARY
At the JCNWJ

Adult Education continues each Sunday in February with the ongoing series taught by Rabbi Dubin on the
History of Modern Zionism. Attendance in person is preferable, but Zoom will be available as needed.
The first several sessions covered events and personalities in Europe and Israel/Palestine through the
1950s. (Recordings are available if you missed any of these or would like to review.) The remaining
sessions will explore the last four decades of the 20" century and bring our story to the present day so that
we can also discuss what we think might/should come next. We will meet in the simcha room on February
1, 8,15, and 22, from 12:30 to 2:30. BYO lunch.

At the Temple Emanu-el Streicker Center

American Jewish Committee CEO Ted Deutch joins Joshua M. Davidson, Senior Rabbinic Chair at
Temple Emanu-El, in conversation, to map the geopolitics of today’s anti-Jewish hatred, to discuss the
link between antisemitism and social media, and to offer his counsel about the importance of fighting
antisemitism above partisanship.

February 11, 7 p.m. Register in advance at streicker.nyc

January 27 was International Holocaust Remembrance Day and the anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz. To commemorate this event, the Streicker Center presented the film 999: The Forgotten Girls
of the Holocaust. The film is outstanding in its impact, artistry, and presentation of what, for me, were
entirely new facts—what happened to the 999 young women who were removed, some voluntarily, some
not, from Slovakia and sent to “work” at Auschwitz immediately after its opening. The showing of the
film was followed by a riveting panel discussion that included the film-maker, two young educators, and
the son of a survivor, who is also an educator in Holocaust history. Stream at your convenience at
streicker.nyc and look for past event recordings.

MARCH

At the JCNWJ

A theological exploration of G-d/Adonai/Elohim: Who? What? Where? will be led by Rabbi Dubin.
This series begins March 15 and continues March 22, April 12, April 19, April 26, and May 3. Who
doesn’t wonder about G-d? Mark your calendars. Time and place will be the same as above.




Adult Education

A special event will be held on Sunday, March 29 at 1:00pm: Sandra Luckow, the film-

maker whom we met and whose film on mental health we saw several years ago, will present

her latest work, Vanishing: A Love Story. “A feature-length documentary film about award-
winning novelist Cai Emmons and her loving, open-hearted journey towards death” with

dignity. For details about the film’s story, check out the official website: vanishingalovestory.com

At the Temple Emanu-el Streicker Center

“For decades, Roald Dahl was celebrated as one of the most beloved children’s authors of all time,
creating classics like Matilda, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and James and the Giant Peach.
Opening on Broadway after a sold-out, award-winning run in London’s West End, Giant examines the
real-life antisemitic scandal that forced a public reckoning with Dahl’s legacy. Ahead of the show’s 16-
week limited run, Giant star John Lithgow (Conclave, The Crown) and playwright Mark Rosenblatt join
us to confront a difficult question: Can celebrated work be separated from the harm caused by its creator?
They also examine what compelled Rosenblatt to write the play in the first place — an urgent response to
seeing these debates resurface repeatedly, unresolved and increasingly normalized. The conversation lands
with particular force right now, as culture continues to debate whom we elevate and at what cost.”
Wednesday, March 4, 6:30 p.m. Register in advance at streicker.nyc

There are many other programs, future and past, that you can view online.

TORAH STUDY

Meetings are on Saturday mornings, monthly, on Zoom at 11:15 a.m. (till 12:30 or 1:00,

depending). Upcoming dates are: February 28 (note change from Feb. 14), March 7, April 11, May 16,
and June 13. All are welcome to join us—no prior experience needed. At the next meeting, we will be
reading and discussing 2 Samuel, chapter 16 (David and Ziba).

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89728604184?7pwd=L0tBSmhoSDZ3Vk5sdIRRc1Y40QmY4UT09

DATE: MARCH 29, 20626 w Jersey

TIME: 12:30 LUNCH ] ans Avenue
1:30 FILM SCREENING 115 YOU" ' " (;
3:15 DESSERT washingtom

3:45 PANEL DISCUSSION ON END-OF-LIFE CONCERNS
RSVP BY TEXT TO (9068)303-3868

Vanishing is a feature length documentary by award-winning
film maker Sandra Luckow about noverlist Cai Emmons and
her loving, open-hearted journey towards death.

This program is made possible by a
m Jewish Federation grant from the Jewish Federation of
ey West-Central New Jersey.
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JCNWJ Services

Do you want to see new programming?
Are you willing to coordinate a one-day event?
Here are some ideas? Do you have another idea?

CALL FOR
VOLUNTEERS

Jewish Center of Northwest Jersey

contact Suzi at 908.343.1135 or by
email at prez.JCNWJ@gmail.com

o Book Club

o Dinner & a Movie

o Mahjong

o Hiking / Walking / Outdoors
o NY/ Philly / Other Day Trip
o Museum / Art Gallery Visits

o Photography Class

o Plays/ Concerts

o Self-Care Day

o Scavenger Hunt

o Sleep Over / Retreat

o Watch Parties - Sports, Movies
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IN LOVING MEMORY

YIZKOR & YAHRZEIT MEMORIAL CANDLES AVAILABLE
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JEWISH CENTER OF NW JERSEY
MINIMUM DONATIGMBRS 18 SUGGESTED.
CONTACT SUZI MARR RRRBERRILS AT 908.343.1135




Partners

Denmestic Abuse
& Sexanal Assanlt
Crizie Cemer
i Wi Cramidy

Dear Members of the Jewish Center of Northwest Jersey,

“Just as despair can come to one only from other human beings, hope, too, can be given to
one only by other human beings.”
- Elie Weisel

At the Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault Crisis Center - DASACC, we believe that these
challenging times have given us an opportunity for self-reflection, learning, and growth.
The mission of the DASACC is to help, serve, and advocate for those impacted by
interpersonal violence, to be proactive regarding its prevention, and to create positive

change.
We offer a wide range of services tailored to meet the diverse needs of those affected by
interpersonal violence:
24 /7 Crisis Intervention Additional Services
#+ Emergency Shelter individual % Legal Advocacy
bedrooms & pet-friendly % Individual and Group Counseling
% 24/7 Hotline fHelpline % Case Management
908-453-4181 4 Community Outreach & Prevention
% 24/7 Web Chat % Volunteer Program
% Casa Hispana
# Domestic Violence & Sexual % Wardrobe of Hope

Assault Response Team

As members of the Jewish Center of Northwest Jersey, we invite you to join us in
supporting the important work of DASACC. Together, we can make a difference in the lives
of survivors and create a community where everyone feels safe, valued, and empowered.

For more information about DASACC and how you can get involved, please visit our
website at www.DASACC.org.

Thank you for your support and compassion.
Sincerely,

The DASACC Team e
24/7 Hotline /Helpline S
908-453-4181

HELPLINE: 1.088 8BE.XAFE | WWW_DARACC OROG | DUTREACH OFFICES: 28C BROAD 3TREET | WARHINGTOM, HEW JEREEY 0TEE2

DUTREAGH: S0E.463.4121 | OUTREACH FAX: BDE. 2231146 | BAFE HOUZE: S08.453.4181 SAFE HOUZE FAX: B08.453.3708
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Partners
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WARREN HILLS MEMORIAL HOME

RICHARD L. MAGUIRE,JR.
Owner/ Manager Lic No. 4434

. DENISEMAGUIRE
Funeral Director Lic No. 4971
234 W. WASHINGTON AVE.
WASHINGTON, NJ 07882
908-689-0119

www.warrenhillsmemorialhome.com

67 E Washington Ave.
Washington,N) 07882

t call/text (908) 689-3414

’vl I‘ mgalleries.org@gmail.com

GALLERIES & mgalleries.org

Wanted: Advertisers for JCNW] Journal

Kindly take note of the ads at the end of our Journal and
whenever possible, support these establishments with
your patronage. It's also a good idea to mention that you
saw their Temple ad. If there are any businesses that you
use regularly that might be interested in taking an ad in
the Journal, please contact Rita Berkowitz
(berk721@aol.com) or Ruth Schutzbank
(Howie.ruth@hotmail.com). You can also go to our
homepage, print out an advertising form and give it di-
rectly to them to mail in.
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