Dear Friends,

| write this note to you filled with gratitude and admiration for my JCNWIJ family. Many of you, | know,
are aware that as the spiritual leader of this community, | am blessed with a Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund,
out of which | make donations to worthy causes in need of support. The reason | know many of you are
aware of this is because many of you have taken it upon yourselves to donate personally to it. What you
may not know, however, is that the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund is fed not only by individual donations, but
also by a $400 contribution each and every year from the general operating budget of the JCNWIJ, which
means, of course, that the fund from which | support worthy causes belongs not only to those of you
who earmark specific donations, but to every member of the temple family, because a portion of the
dues from every member is included.

Moses Maimonides taught in his monumental code of Jewish Law, Mishneh Torah (written between
1170-1180 CE) that “A person who compels others to give charity and motivates them to do so receives
a greater reward than the person who actually gives.”

With Maimonides in mind, it’s clear to me that each and every one of you should stand proud that your
money has indeed “compelled me to give charity and motivated me.” As such, the entire JCNWIJ

community is deserving of great reward.

So as to offer you fuller understanding of what your funds have accomplished, | am including here a
comprehensive list of the organizations to whom | donated discretionary fund money in 2022.

Inspired by the Jewish commitment to justice, American Jewish World

american N\ Service (AJWS) works to realize human rights and end poverty in Africa,
JEWISH . . . ros 2
WORLD Asia Latin America and the Caribbean. AJWS’s values are rooted in
- Judaism’s imperative to pursue justice for all people and the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights. We embrace and defend the inherent worth of
every human being. We work in partnership to elevate the voices and perspectives of
those who are marginalized, underrepresented or excluded.

l| H i I Iel The mission of BU Hillel 1s to inspire, educate, and empower Boston
University students to lead meaningful, joyous Jewish lives.



The Central Conference of American Rabbis is the Reform
rabbinic professional leadership organization that instills
excellence in the Reform Jewish rabbinate. The oldest and largest
rabbinic organization in North America, the CCAR strengthens

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF meriCan mases — the Jewish community by providing religious, spiritual, ethical,

and intellectual leadership and wisdom for the 2,200 rabbis who

serve more than 2 million Reform Jews throughout North America, Israel, and the world. The
CCAR’'s unique contribution to a continued vibrant Jewish community and Reform Movement
lies 1n 1ts work fostering excellence in Reform Rabbis, enhancing unity and connectedness
among Reform Jews, applying Jewish values to a contemporary life, and creating a compelling
and accessible Judaism for today and the future.

Dayenu 1s a movement of American Jews confronting the
D AY E N U climate crisis with spiritual audacity and bold political action.
A Jewiah Coll to Clonate Action W € care deeply about equity and justice in our world and about

: the future we create for our children and future generations. We
believe that together, drawing from our Jewish tradition, experience, and faith, we have the
power to create real and lasting change.

<) Hazon 1s leading a transformative movement weaving
' 4D sustainability into the fabric of Jewish life, in order to create a
S & " healthier, more sustainable, and more equitable world for all.

ha & The organization envisions vibrant sustainable Jewish

communities, enriched by Jewish wisdom, authentic nature
connection, and environmental responsibility, working with
partners to create a better world for all. They embody, teach, and inspire the practice of
environmental sustainability and justice, and help people simplify and focus on the fundamental
elements of life, connecting people to nature so that they can understand and value the
connection between adam (people) and adamah (earth).
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THE JEWISH LAB FOR SUSTAINABILITY

@ Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life is the largest
I e Jewish campus organization in the world, working with thousands of
college students globally. Hillel is represented at more than 550

International colleges and communities throughout North America and globally.
including 30 communities in the former Soviet Union, nine in Israel, and five in South America.



The mission of the Jewish

(ﬁ\ ¢ 5 Federation of Somerset,
The JCWlSh Fedel‘atlon Hunterdon & Warren Counties 1s

OF SOMERSET, HUNTERDON & WARREN COUNTIES {6 invest in Jewish life by building,
supporting, and safeguarding Jewish
communities locally, in Israel, and

around the world, now and forever. While our main mission 1s to raise funds for the
community's most pressing needs, we offer educational and social events, business networking
opportunities, and special programs to build and strengthen our community.

Keshet works for the full equality of all LGBTQ Jews and our families
KeShet in Jewish life. We strengthen Jewish communities. We equip Jewish
organizations with the skills and knowledge to build LGBTQ-affirming

nw7 communities, create spaces in which all queer Jewish youth feel seen
and valued. and advance LGBTQ rights nationwide.

¢ The American Jewish Joint Distribution
American Jewish | JDC § Committee acts on behalf of North America's Jewish
o . . . communities and others to provide non-sectarian
Joint Distribution emergency relief and long-term development
Committee —_  assistance worldwide. JDC is the world's leading
Jewish humanitarian assistance organization. JDC
works in more than 70 countries and in Israel to alleviate hunger and hardship, rescue Jews in
danger, create lasting connections to Jewish life, and provide immediate relief and long-term
development support for victims of natural and man-made disasters.

The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) 1s a
N ‘ ; grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who
tum progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish

values, NCJW strives for social justice by improving the
quality of life for women, children, and families and by
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Nations! Councl of jewish Women safeguarding individual nghts and freedoms.



5“1”!" nvThHN I"I"n The New Israel Fund (NIF) helps Israel live up to its

founders” vision of a society that ensures complete

NeW |S|"ae| Fu nd equality to all its inhabitants. Our aim is to advance

. liberal democracy, including freedom of speech and
Jil ¥ dad) (§ galuall minority rights, and to fight the inequality, injustice and

extremism that diminish Israel.

From Israel’s first rape crisis centers, to fighting discrimination, NIF-funded organizations have
driven positive social change and furthered justice and equality. NIF has provided over $300
million to more than 900 organizations since our inception 1n 1979,

And we are more than a funder. NIF is at philanthropy’s cutting edge — thanks in large part to

our action arm Shatil, the New Israel Fund Initiative for Social Change. Today, NIF is a leading
advocate for democratic values, building the coalitions and empowering the activists that can
drive meaningful social change in Israel.

pl anned Planned Parenthood delivers vital reproductive health care,
sex education, and information to millions of people

Parenthood wortdwide.

9 Project Kesher’s mission is to build Jewish community and
P R 0 J E C T advance civil society by developing and empowering women
)i K E S H E R leaders. The values that drive Project Kesher today and into
e the future are based on Judaism, Feminism_ and Pluralism.

The primary purpose of the Police Unity Tour 1s
to raise awareness of Law Enforcement Officers

Pnlm l'nm Tnll' killed in the line of duty. The secondary
WERIDE FOR THOSEWHO DIED  purpose 1s to raise funds for the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memonial and Museum.




The URJ Heller High Semester in Israel Program seeks to inspire in its students, the future

UR] HELLER HIG lcaders: and members of Reform Judaism_ a
i ! commitment to and deep love of North

Isaac and Helaine Heller EIE High School in Israel Amearican Judaism, the Jewish Pcople and the
State of Israel. URJ Heller High achieves this mission by elevating and deepening its students’
knowledge of and connection to Jewish history, Judaism, Zionism and the modern State of Israel.
With Israel as the classroom, we build a dynamic learning environment where formal instruction,
experiential learning and travel combine to bring Jewish living and learning to life. With over
3,500 alumni since its founding in 1961, URJ Heller High (formerly NFTY-EIE) 1s the most

experienced and most trusted high school in Israel program for meaningful Jewish learning,
spiritual experiences, personal growth, and academic success.

o e u‘x Rabbis for Human Rights (RHR) 1s an Israeli organization, active in
R three main areas — work within and about the Occupied Territories;
work to promote social and economic justice within Israel; and
activities in the fields of education and interreligious dialogue. RHR
was founded in 1988 in response to contraventions of human rights
taking place in the Occupied Territories. Since its inception, its
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activities have expanded to include:
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o To articulate a vision of justice rooted in Jewish tradition, in the spirit of the Rabbinical
teaching that all persons are created in God’s image

o To act 1n order to prevent violations of human rights taking place within Israel and in the
Occupied Territories

o To further a vision of Judaism sanctifying life. justice and equality and to increase awareness of
this vision within Israeli society

o To further these values on the basis of constant engagement with Jewish tradition

We are guided by the richness of Jewish tradition, and by the call to advance the dignity and
protect the rights of all individuals which we find at its heart. This reading of Judaism informs
our activities in a variety of fields. It emboldens us to try wherever possible to influence
government policy, to hold the State of Israel to live up to its vision and its responsibility: to
defend the weak and the downtrodden in society regardless of race. religion, affiliation or
orientation. We strive to live 1n an Israel true to the call of the prophets of old, and the spirit of
Israel’s Declaration of Independence.

y ,® The mission of St. Jude Children’s Research
St. ] ude Children’s Hospital 1s to advance cures, and means of
Research Hospital prevention, for pediatric catastrophic
Finding cures Saving children.  diseases through research and treatment.
Consistent with the vision of our founder Danny
Thomas. no child 1s denied treatment based on race, religion or a family's ability to pay.



W C Warren County Habitat fos
arren County Humanity 1s part of a global

Habitat for Humamty onprofit housing organization

rated on Chnstian

oles fh;u seeks to put ( od’s 1to action by building homes, communities and hope

ting sub ,\tkuldgu-\i 11‘.,‘1,131.1'? locally at

u:hl'.'. 1dr: througl

ng and access to resources tc er
was founded on the conviction t
child should > a simple, durable place to live in dignity and safi rin

decent communities should be a matter of conscience and action for all
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ZA°AKAH is dedicated to advocating for survivors of child sexual
AKAH abuse in thg Orthodox Je\\"ish comn.m.njty. We do'tl}is bV rajsing

awareness in the community, organizing and participating in
educational events for parents and teachers on how to identify and
correctly handle suspicions and disclosures of child sexual abuse, and
by advocating for legislative reforms designed to prevent sexual abuse in the future and secure
justice for survivors.

This concludes the list of worthy organizations to whom | contributed out of the Rabbi’s Discretionary
Fund in 2022. If you have an organization that is near and dear to your heart that you think | should
consider for future donations, please do reach out to me privately to help me understand the good work
they do. | am always looking to expand the list of organizations that receive our help.

'Shalom, and Todah,

Rabbi Dubin



