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Rabbi’s Message
Dear Friends,

Calendar of Events

On Monday, April 7, 1873, 149 years ago this week, Rivka
Leah and Shelomo Naphtali Herz Jonas welcomed their fifth of
seven children, baby girl Beila, to their Belarusian family (I
remember the date, April 7, by the way, because 93 years later
to the day, on April 7, 1966, Dorothy and Seth Dubin welcomed
their third and final child, baby boy Andrew Ross, to their NYC
family). Over the remaining 78 years of her life, Beila, whose
name would be changed to Belle later in childhood, and then
Paula when the family moved to Moscow, and then finally
Hemda in marriage, would go on to become one of the most
important catalysts in the formation of our modern Jewish
identity today, even as most people remember her husband’s
name far more readily than hers.
Hemda’s role in the transformation of our national Jewish
identity actually begins well before she herself entered the
picture – ten years to be exact – when, in 1881, her older sister,
Devora, wed a young visionary named Eliezer Ben-Yehuda. As
Eliezer had made abundantly clear prior to marriage, his chief
ambition in life was to revive/create Hebrew as the standard
spoken language of everyday life for the Jewish people in the
Land of Israel, and in order to accomplish his dream, it would
have to be his bride’s dream, too. Fortunately, Devora agreed,

Monday, April 4
7:00pm: Board Meeting
Friday, April 8
7:00pm: Shabbat Evening Service
Family Service/Bark Mitzvah
Saturday, April 9
11:00am: Torah Study
7:00pm: Sisterhood Fundraising Swap Party
Saturday, April 16
6:00pm: Second Night Seder on Zoom
Monday, April 25
7:00pm: Book Club
Friday, April 29
7:30pm: Shabbat Evening Service
Yom HaShoah observance
Monday, May 2
7:00pm: Board Meeting
Friday, May 6
7:30pm: Shabbat Evening Service
Sunday School
April 3, 10, 17, 24, May 1 at 9:30am

(continued on next page)
Note: Most in-person events will also be
available virtually on Zoom.
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Rabbi’s Message (continued)
and together, the two embarked on a new life together in Jerusalem. Over the following decade, as
Eliezer poured his entire being into creating a new Hebrew dictionary for modern speakers of a
modernized Hebrew, Devora’s mission was to help her husband see to it that their five children would be
raised as the first native Hebrew speakers since the biblical era.
Tragically, just ten years into marriage, Devora contracted tuberculosis, a common scourge in late 19th
century Jerusalem. After a brief and virulent illness, she succumbed, but not before reaching out to her
sister (at this point named Paula), and imploring her to come to Jerusalem to take her place as mother
and wife. Fortunately, for both the Ben-Yehudah family in particular and the Jewish people in general,
Paula agreed. What Paula did not know at the time, however, was that within ten days of her sister’s
passing, three of Devora and Eliezer’s children would join their mother in death. So when Paula, whose
name changed yet again upon marriage, this time by her new husband to Hemda (Hebrew for “precious
one”), became Mrs. Ben Yehuda on March 29, 1892 (130 years ago last week), the husband and two
children she inherited had already suffered untold loss.
As a new mother, she loved her two new step-children dearly, as a new wife she doted on her husband,
and as a new partner in Eliezer’s all-encompassing mission to revitalize the Hebrew language, she
jumped in with a full heart to the task of learning spoken Hebrew. In fact, she reached basic fluency
within just six months, thus enabling her to raise not only her sister’s two surviving children with
Hebrew as their first language, but her own six biological children she would produce with Eliezer (two
of whom died as children) in the same manner as well.
In addition to establishing Hebrew as the language at home, as a journalist, poet, and author, Hemda
made it her mission to spread Hebrew to the general public as well as through the written word.
Additionally, with her keen feminist sense, Hemda also fought tirelessly to ensure that the growing
Jewish population in pre-State Israel would live up to the values of equality between the sexes the early
pioneers espoused.
In the end, because of her dedication to Eliezer, to the Jewish people, and to the Hebrew language,
Hemda made herself entirely indispensable in the process of ensuring her children would indeed become
the first set of siblings in the modern era with Hebrew as their native tongue, thus leading us to a whole
new aspect to Jewish identity of today.

One of my highlights being Rabbi of the Jewish Center of Northwest Jersey during 5782 has been the
fact that we’ve successfully transformed our Sunday School from being a time for our kids to come
together for Jewish learning into a time for members of every generation to come together for Jewish
(continued on next page)
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Rabbi’s Message (continued)
learning. Two efforts in particular, both of which seek to make the Hebrew language more accessible,
have proven particularly successful. The first is Student Cantor Shayna’s Torah Cantillation Class,
which has prepared students with the tools to chant Torah at services. The second is my weekly Hebrew
Class, which has brought increasing literacy to a number of adult learners, some of whom have been
tutoring b’nei mitzvah kids for years without understanding the Hebrew words they’ve been teaching,
while others of whom have been reciting Hebrew prayers by rote for decades without even knowing how
to identify those same Hebrew words when written out on the page. Beyond learning just how to sound
out the words, however, these students are now in the ongoing process of learning how to translate into
English the Hebrew sounds they are reading. Though much of the Hebrew we’ve been learning has been
Biblical and Rabbinic in form, a good portion has also been Modern, which never would have been
possible had it not been for Hemda and Eliezer Ben-Yehuda’s pioneering work.
With this growing knowledge, our learners are forging their own deepening Jewish identities, which is
also giving them new connections to world Jewry that they’d never experienced before. In the end,
while I fully believe that God hears our prayers in whatever language we offer them – Hebrew or not –
so too do I agree with Hemda and Eliezer Ben Yehuda, whose work was guided by a simple, deeply
visionary sentence: “With a common language, we can become a nation.” Indeed.
And so, on this 149th anniversary of Hemda Ben-Yehuda’s birth (April 7, 1873), and the 130th
anniversary of Hemda and Eliezer Ben-Yehuda’s wedding (March 29, 1892), to these two builders of
modern Jewish identity, I thank you on behalf of our ever-grateful Jewish Center of Northwest Jersey.
L’Shalom,

Rabbi Dubin
P.S. For anyone seeking a way to honor either the birthday of Hemda Ben-Yehuda, or the anniversary of
her marriage to Eliezer (or the 56th birthday of your rabbi), allow me to suggest, humbly, that you
consider making a donation to the general operating fund of the Jewish Center of Northwest Jersey.
Donations can be made on-line at https://jcnwj.org/6892-2/.
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President’s Message
And the roller coaster continues . . .
Starting with our March Shabbat service for Purim, we resumed in-person services and
religious school. Most adult classes continue to be available thru Zoom, but they will be live
and at the synagogue as often as possible. The board voted to open the sanctuary and
require masks only for those over 5 years old and not vaccinated. If you have been
vaccinated against Covid, you do not need to wear a mask.
Purim was such a dichotomy of thoughts for me this year. While we had some fun at our
spiel, mainly thanks to our star, Bob Margolis, we kept the levity to a minimum, as our
thoughts reside with the people in Ukraine, who for no fault of their own, are enmeshed in
a war they didn’t ask for and do not want. Nevertheless, it felt wonderful to be in the
temple and have a normal Oneg Shabbat. I was happy that most of us remembered the
words and the tune for the Shabbat Kiddush, as I personally have not sung that prayer in 2
years. It felt wonderful to see people and hug them and get a reality dose of what we have
been missing for the last two years.
As we move into April, we will have our annual “Bark Mitzvah” as well as Passover to
celebrate.
I look forward to spring and getting back into the gardens to grow pretty flowers and
delicious vegetables. We will need help tending our community garden soon, and I hope we
can count on many of you to pick up a shovel or rototiller, plow the garden, plant, weed,
reap and donate food to our local food banks.
Let’s Pray for Peace in Ukraine and the rest of the world.
Love, Howie
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Updates & Events
SISTERHOOD
Sisterhood Schedule
4/9 - Anything You Can Carry Fundraising Swap Party - 7pm (see ad on next page)
5/22 Mother’s Day Tea at Suzi’s - 1pm
June - Skip
July - Pool Party at Beth’s / date TBD

TBD - Paint ‘n Sip Fundraising Party
This zoom link is good for all Sisterhood meetings https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89160376912?pwd=Smh5dDFZY3lWWlg3cTY2eTdRdWtmZz09

A Reminder from the
Sunshine Committee
Please let us know when someone has
passed away, is ill or otherwise in need
of a little sunshine so that the Jewish
Center may be there to support and
assist as best we can. Please contact
Ruth Schutzbank at (908) 329-6036 or
Howie.ruth@hotmail.com.
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Updates & Events
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Updates & Events
DONATIONS

TORAH STUDY

In memory of Sadye Hertzmark
- Bernie and Nancy Robins

We will continue our exploration of the Book of
Joshua on Saturday, April 9 at 11:00am on Zoom.
We are continuing from Joshua 10:28.
Future meeting dates are as follows:
• May 7
• June 4

APRIL YAHRZEITS

Anyone is welcome to join, and it is not necessary to
read the text ahead of time. It is helpful to have a
copy of the Tanakh (Bible) so that you can follow
along. We appreciate Rabbi Dubin’s continued
participation and insights.

Stanley Waxman, father of Debbie Kahan
John Laposky, brother-in-law of Diane Margolin

Please watch your email for the Zoom links, which
will be emailed out the week before each meeting.

Esther Ehrenreich Herson, grandmother of
Sharon Herson
Estelle Shelofsky, mother of Andrew Shelofsky

Betty Berkowitz, mother of Jerrold Berkowitz

FOOD DRIVE
Although we are not collecting food at the
Temple right now, we encourage all members
to give to charities helping those in need.
The food pantries are in dire need of supplies to
fill their shelves as more and more people are
in need and your generosity will help fill that
need.
Thank you for your continued support!
-Iris
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Updates & Events
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
To Temple members:
We would like to expand The Sunshine Committee. To make this work, we need enough members to
be part of this effort.
The Committee would offer some or all of the following for members who need assistance.
1. Food shopping
2. Providing rides for medical visits
3. Visiting hospitalized members (when Covid is more under control)
4. Sending cards to members when there is any kind of hardship or happy occasion. This would
include not only condolence and get-well cards* but ones for:
a. birthdays; retirement; moving to a new home (if it’s a happy move), etc.
b. mazel tov on a wedding, birth of a child/grandchild/great-grandchild, etc.
c. supportive “thinking of you” cards when there are other life events besides loss of a loved
one, i.e. loss of a job, loss of a beloved pet, etc.
*Ruth has been in charge of sending out condolence and get-well cards, and this has not changed.
For cards of a light-hearted nature, Sandy Polsky has offered to create a personalized card with a
cartoon drawing (as time allows); and, if not a personalized card, a Jacquie Lawson e-card. (see
https://www.jacquielawson.com/).
For more information and/or to join the committee, please contact Sandy Polsky, 908-451-6758, or
sandypolsky05@gmail.com.
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Sponsors
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Sponsors

Wanted: Advertisers for JCNWJ Journal
Kindly take note of the ads at the end of our Journal and
whenever possible, support these establishments with
your patronage. It’s also a good idea to mention that you
saw their Temple ad. If there are any businesses that you
use regularly that might be interested in taking an ad in
the Journal, please contact Rita Berkowitz
(berk721@aol.com) or Ruth Schutzbank
(Howie.ruth@hotmail.com). You can also go to our
homepage, print out an advertising form and give it directly to them to mail in.

10

